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320-222-2020  
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December 30, 2011

Dear Willmar Business Owners,

The Willmar Design Center brings people and ideas together to improve and strengthen Willmar by focusing on the heart of the city—downtown. More than 300 volunteers contributed 2,300 hours in 2011. We welcomed 14 new businesses and helped see $900,000. of reinvestment into downtown’s buildings and storefronts. Becker Market celebrated its fifth anniversary and Holidaze kicked off the holiday season with 39 float entries, music, food and children’s activities including Santa, petting zoo and reindeer rides.

As we prepare for 2012, we are seeking new stakeholders. Until now, Willmar Design Center has relied on some financial support from the City of Willmar and a strong core of stakeholders. The City reduced its 2012 allocation to Willmar Design Center . In December, we held several listening sessions in cooperation with Mayor Yanish and City Administrator Charlene Stevens to gather citizen input on what is working downtown and priorities f[image: image2.jpg]ORIC DOWNTOWN WILLMAR




or the upcoming years.  The City, the Design Center and the stakeholders will work together to develop a draft plan so that we can move forward as a team in the future.   

Willmar Design Center operates a 14-member board and three committees plus Event committees. Below is an abbreviated list of current projects being led by Willmar Design Center: 

Current projects are: 

1)  Continued downtown commercial revitalization

2)  Revised sign and ordinance guidelines for downtown 

3)  Glacial Lakes Trailhead and bike trail extension to downtown

4)  Defined downtown entrances along Highway 12

5)  Parking Planning Study for downtown

6)  Funding for enhancing Becker Avenue for Willmar Fest, Becker Market, Celebrate Art! and other outdoor events

7)  Continued downtown beautification including seasonal decoration and maintenance

For a complete list of Willmar Design Center accomplishments and projects, contact Beverly Dougherty at 222-2020 OR info@willmardesigncenter.com.  

Please see the enclosed stakeholder pamphlet and join us in investing in our City.

Sincerely,

Don Williamson, Chair

Commons-Promotions Committee--Willmar Design Center
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